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                      Gateway Presbyterian ($)
                   Grace Episcopal (Support)($)
                        Grace Lutheran (H)($)
                   Harvest Downtown Church (S)
                   Highland Park Baptist (H)($)
 High Plains Unitarian-Universalist Church ($)
                    Our Lady of the Pines ($)
               Passionate Giving Ministries (S)
                   St. Dominic's Catholic (S)
                      St. Francis of Assisi (S)
                 St. Gabriel Catholic Church ($)
                St. Mary's Catholic Cathedral (H)
                St. Michael the Archangel (H)($)
                 St. Patrick Catholic Church (S)
           St. Paul United Methodist Church ($)
                     Temple Beit Torah (S)
                Vista Grande Community (S)
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PROGRAM BENEFITS AND COMPONENTS

IHN is a secular organization that partners with 
faith-based communities to provide shelter, 
meals, and support services to families in 
homeless situations. Recognizing that the lack of 
basic necessities and support systems may give 
rise to feelings of despair and alienation, IHN 
works to rebuild confidence within the 
community, their friends, and often other family 
members.

IHN is a cost-efficient, effective, and replicable 
community response to family homelessness. 
Because IHN makes use of existing community 
resources, the facilities and volunteers of local 
faith congregations provide support without 
major costs.

The IHN programs are based on a national 
model, but are unique to this community, 
reflecting local needs and resources. Hosting and 
support congregations extend the hospitality that 
provides the foundation for this program and 
change lives.

1. Hosts

Hosting rotates weekly among the 19 host 
congregations in the Network. In turn, each host 
congregation provides lodging, three meals daily, 
and welcoming care.

2. Family Day Center

Guests use our day center from 7:00 AM to 5:00 
PM, where a specially trained employee provides 
case management services. At the family center 
guests are required to pursue employment and 
affordable housing, tend to preschool children, 
shower, and do laundry. The day center provides 
guests with a mailing address and a base for 
housing and employment searches. Some guests 
are employed during the day while older children 
attend school.

3. Social Service Agencies

Local social service agencies refer families to the 
Network. These agencies may also help guests 
find housing, jobs, and benefits in working with 
the IHN Case Manager.

4. Transportation

The IHN van is available daily to transport 
guests to and from the day center. A separate 
truck carries modular beds each week to the next 
host congregation.

PROGRAM BENEFITS
For Volunteers: IHN provides an 
opportunity for volunteers to have a direct 
effect on family members in homeless 
situations. Volunteer involvement can be 
tailored to fit the volunteers’ schedules and 
level of desired participation. Among other 
things, volunteer families can work together 
to help guest children with homework, play 
games with children and adults, and model 
appropriate life and social skills. Volunteer 
families can serve with other volunteers they 
already know without traveling long 
distances.

For Congregations: IHN provides an 
opportunity for volunteers to serve in their 
home congregation’s facilities while 
participating in an interfaith endeavor. Many 
volunteers find that such service not only 
increase their sense of community with the 
members of their own congregations, but also 
increases their connection to, and 
appreciation for, the greater religious 
community.

For the Community: IHN provides cost-
efficient mobilization of community resources 
because it does not duplicate services 
otherwise available in the community. Other 
programs separate families by housing males 
and females in different areas. IHN works to 
strengthen families by allowing family 
members to live together during the stress of 
a homeless situation.

COMPONENTS

INTERFAITH 
HOSPITALITY 

NETWORK

 Contact

 719-329-1244 

†  to get involved.  ¢ 




